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Father David Burgard is the oldest of the 
four sons of David and Marilyn Burgard 
and grew up in an active Catholic 

family in Erie, MI. He attended Mason 
schools through 8th grade and graduated 
in 1983 from Monroe Catholic Central High 
School. After graduating from high school, Fr. 
David attended Lourdes College, completing 
his bachelor's degree in 1987. That fall, he 
entered Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 
Detroit and after completing his studies was 
ordained a priest by Adam Cardinal Maida in 
June 25, 1994. 

From an early age, Fr. David was inspired 
by the faith of his paternal grandparents 
and his four paternal aunts who are Sisters 
of Notre Dame in Toledo. His pastor, Fr. 
Robert Haener, invited Fr. David when he 
was in grade school to become active in the 
parish, beginning as an altar boy and moving 
on to other parish activities. Fr. David first 
made visits to the seminary in high school 
and continued these visits in college while 
discerning a call to the priesthood. 

Catholic Education 
~ Will Our Kids Have Faith? 
Monday, October 7 5:45 pm-7 pm. 
An opportunity for parents, parish staff, 
commissions, councils and all those 
concerned with the faith lives of our youth: 
find the answers to these questions... What 
do we know about the religious lives of our 
youth? Participants will leave with excellent 
resources in hand to practically address the 
challenges and rewards of raising young 
people in the faith. Please attend this FREE 
presentation in St. Charles Borromeo Parish 
Hall/Gym. 

~ St. Charles School, Newport 
Annual Fundraiser Auction "A Centennial 
Celebration" November 2, 2013 
Come and celebration 100 years of Catholic 
education at St. Charles School. Tickets 
are $25 per person and include dinner and 
drinks. Dinner menu is Prime Rib, Lemon 
Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Seasonal 
Vegetables, Dessert, Beer, Wine, Pop and 
Coffee. There will be a live and silent auction. 
To purchase tickets contact Stephanie at 
734-244-1003 or Elissa at 734-586-0190. 
Tickets will not be available at the door. 

PRieST PROFiLe 
REV. DAVID BURGARD, PASTOR 
ST. MARY PARISH, MONROE 

This series about the priests who serve the Vicariate parishes and is 
brought to you by the Monroe Vicariate Vocation Committee. 

The Burgard family is a very close-knit 
family and has always been supportive of Fr. 
David's vocation to the priesthood. The family 
has vacationed in Hillsdale for forty years. 
Father David is very interested in history, 
enjoying visits to museums and historical 
sites. Admitting that he is not athletically 
inclined, he likes walking, biking, gardening 
and water activities. 

When asked what he likes the most 
about being a priest, Fr. David mentioned 
three things: the privilege and honor he 
has for being a part of the journey of life 
of the people of faith that he serves; the 
mUlti-faceted life of a priest; and seeing the 
difference that the Gospel message can 
and does make in people's lives. Dealing 
with people who cannot get along or work 
out their issues with each other and people 
who are upset with the Church are two of Fr. 
David's least favorite things about being a 
priest. 

Among the challenges in the life of 
a priest, fi!1an?i~l_c~ncer~~90d li!!lited 

~ St. Mary School, Rockwood 
St. Mary Auction 2013, October 19 
At the Grecian Center, Southgate, MI. Pre-sale 
tickets=$40: Live and Silent Auction, Dinner, 
Open Bar, and Raffles included. For ticket 
information or questions please contact 
School Office @734-379-9285 or Tim @ 
734-775-5718. THEME: Once Upon A Time 
(Dress as your favorite Fairy Tale or Historical 
character) See more at: stmarysrockwood.net 

~ Monroe Catholic 
Elementary Schools 

Cut-A-Thon, Sunday, October 20 
MCES together with Biundo's Salon & Spa is 
hosting a Cut-A-Thon to benefit Children with 
Hair Loss (CWHL). Hair must be clean and 
8 inches or longer to donate. Contact Molly 
Moore to make an appointment, moore193@ 
comcast.net or 734-244-5466. Children 
With Hair Loss is a non-profit organization 
that provides customized hair replacements 
and styling services, at NO cost, to children 
with medically-related hair loss. Additional 
information can be found on their website at 
www.childrenwithhairloss.us. 

resources of parishes to maintain their 
buildings and programs are partiCUlarly 
mentioned as Fr. David's biggest concern. 
He also sites the fewer number of practicing 
Catholics today and how many are 
complac.~nt about their faith and involvement 
in the Church. Fr. Daviq strives to engage 
people in the life of the Church and to help 
them not judge other people, remembering 
that God can bring good out of anything. 

Since his ordination, Fr. David has served 
as associate pastor at Guardian Angels in 
Clawson and St. Patrick parish in White 
Lake. He has been the pastor of Immaculate 
Conception parish in Anchor Bay and for the 
last five years, St. Mary parish in Wayne. 
In addition to his parish duties, Fr. David 
has served as a spiritual director at Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary and as Vicar of the 
Blue Water vicariate. He is presently Boy 
Scout chaplain for the archdiocese and an 
advisor for graduate level seminarians at the 
seminary. Fr. David is humbled and grateful 
for the support and welcome of the people of 
St. Mary parish in Monroe. 

Fr. David advises those considering a call 
to the priesthood to not be afraid of thinking 
about a vocation as a priest. "It is natural to 
be afraid of a vocation to the priesthood. It 
is counter cultural to be a priest today in our 
secular world, but God provides what you 
need to fulfill His call, and to be happy in it. 
Have faith andtrust in God". 

IHM Motherhouse 
~ River House - IHM Spirituality Center 
offers meditation class, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
beginning Oct. 1, and each Tuesday through 
October 22. at the River House - IHM 
Spirituality Center. 

~ "Christian Prayer: The Joyful Mysteries" 
A evening of renewal, 6-8:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, Oct. 16, River House - IHM 
Spirituality Center welcomes adults of all 
ages to an evening of renewal, Registration 
deadline is Monday, Oct. 7. The cost is $20. 

~ "Seeing the Beautiful - Lo()king with the 
Heart." retreat explores solitude and prayer, 
Monday, Oct. 21, through Wednesday, Oct. 
23. Facilitated by Joan Marie Recker, SND 
in the Maxis Community Room at the IHM 
Motherhouse. Cost is $75, which includes all 
conferences and lunches. Please register by 
Oct. 11 by contacting Arlene Jekielek, IHM, at 
ajekielek@ihmsisters.org or 734-240-9699. 

Please note: The IHM Motherhouse is 
handicap-accessible; River House is not. 
For more information, contact the River 
House at 734-240-5494. 

St. Mary Catholic Central (SMCC) Bradapalooza Run on Faith 2013, 4 Mile Run/ 2 Mile Walk And Kidz Mad Dash 
Saturday, October 26 beginning at 3:30pm at Firemen's Park in Newport. Registration is $30 if received by October 25 or $35 on the day of 
the race. Kidz Mad Dash begins at 3:30pm - kids can wear Halloween costumes; the Run/Walk begins immediately following the kids' event. 
Food and beverages will be sold; beer tasting is sponsored by Floral City Beverage. Proceeds from this event benefit SMCC Campus Ministry 
service trips. More information is available at www.brotherbradflint.com or www.smccmonroe.com. 


